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Openim of the Salmon Fishinrr season i n  I b t a n  dis t r ic t .  

s ~ l l  schools of s a l m o n  began to  arr ive l a t e  i n  &lag. d fern f i s h  were 

taken i n  one of tb traps completed by the Pacific American Fisheries i n  

Ika tan  Bay  &y 27. Th6 first fish were packed i n  tb Ikatan cannery JmSe 

2. The P. E. Harris & Coqanyrs cannery a t  False Pass, i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  

did not start cannhg until the middle of June. &. Hichols, the sqe r in -  

tendsnt, thou@& he could eliminate the early run of cheaper grades Of 

f ish,  such as King and Dog salmon, in  that mag. 

FiShiQT methods eMRlmde 

The Pacific Amrican Fisheries srected three driven t raps  t o  s w l g  

the i r  Ika,tan camqr; three smller traps were also driven, mhich qrppeamd 

t o  be more with a view to holding trap location than f o r  actraal fishing. 

The P. 3.  H a r r i s  & Companyrs cannery at False Pass also drove tbree t r a p  

i n  Ikatan Bay. 

- Ximation of Salmon. 

T h i s  year w i l l  be remerfherad as tine Sockeye (Zed) salmon gear and was 

predicted br mny fishermen, who claimsd that this is  the four-year cycle 

Of the great 1917 IPP of red f ish i n  these waters. 

mon wzs considerable, as during the height o f  the run a severe northwest 

storm preventea a l l  f i s h h g  operations. 

F i ~ h e r i e s  f b t a n  cannery to  a mdmin of 25,000 cases a l s o  helped m t e r i a l l y  

t o  release a great nmhr of salmon t o  proceed t o  their spawaing g r m d s ~  

llhe eseapemnt of sal- 

The limiting of  the Pacif ic  American 
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Sanitation. 

The Ikatan cannery did not operate i t s  by-products plant t h i s  year 

md no special effor t  has been d e  t o  dispose of  the offal. Luckily this 

SeaSon v e q  short and no serious consequences occurred. me camerg 

Of P. E. Harris & Conplany is  much bet ter  located regardin;; the disposit ion 

Of the O p f d . ,  as verr  strong t ide  currents sweep the inmediate vicini ty ,  

cerryi22 eveqth ing  in i t s  path. 

Condition of salmon Packed. 

The proximity of the t raps  t o  the canneries llnges it  ideal far pack- 

ing the fish A-esh, as t b  far thest  trzp i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  is onla  about 

an  hour 2nd a half am:q from the c a m r y .  

JkW enforcement . 
The mekly close season was bet te r  observed’here t h i  inprevftous 

years. The inadequate apron strung across i n  f ront  of the pot, leaving 

the  hearts t o  fish, has be811 done a m 3  r;lriih and shove-downs properlg con- 

strdcted b v e  been substituted. L season’s trial, caref”u1 study, and 

inquiry among the fishermen and cannery officers,  f a i l ed  t o  show aqy 

di f f icu l ty  e i thar  i n  construction or miintzining o f  the shme-downs. 

- _”_ I- - - 

~.. 
K i w  Cove Distriot .  

‘Pbe King Cove camerg ,  property of the  Pac i f ic  Amrican Pisberies, 

d id  not operato this season suld as a uonsequence the escapment of Red 

salmon i n  Thin Point w o n  must have ,been quite large- Several traps 

mere driven i n  IIorzhovoi Bay t o  hold the locations O f  the  Pacif ic  har lcan  

Fisheries’ traps but only one h s  been rea l ly  f ished a d  the salmon from 

this tra? mere sent to the Ikatan cannery. 
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ShUTER i n  Islands. 

The only salmon casnery loceted at Squaw Harbor did  not operate 

this year.  

with headquarters i n  San FTancisco, California, and several independent 

fishernen min ta in  s ta t ions i n  and near Unga, Uaska, employinE: M 

season about 200 men. 

Tm large cod-fishing companies, the ILska and the Union, 

Port Holler Dfstrict .  

This has been the mst active field this year in  mp t e r r i to ry ,  com- 

pr is ing  Herendeen Bay w i t h  two canneries, namely, the Everett Packing 

Company, a &line sasnery employing three seine boats, and the Phoenix 

Pzckdng compay,  who employed a gi l l -net t ing crew i n  EelSon’s Lagoon 

i n  additioz t o  three seine boats. This is the firm that brought the 

floating cannery “Azalea” but w e d  the vessel for transportation only, 

u t i l i z ing  her crew i n  the i r  land cannery. The Pacif ic  iimrican Fish- 

e r i e s  ci3snez-y at Port Ullsr used seven of i t s  ten lines and was sup- 

pl ied  with salmn from tn, driven traps near Bear Iiiver, about twelve 

miles f r o m  Port Uoller, one t rap in Port Uoller Bay near the casnerg, 

four seine boats and was also drawing on Eelson Lagoon t o  the extant Of 

about 500,000 Sockeye salmon f r o m  the three driven traps a t  the l a t t e r  

place. 

The first sa3.mon canned i n  Port b l l e r  casnery this season wa8 on 

June 8 ,  about 350 Sockeyes sent from Nelson Lagoon. The nu&er taken 

i n  the lagoon gradually increased but; no salmon Were found along Bear 

Ziver coast until the end of JPne. The prevail ing northwest winds mere 

held krgely responsible for the l a t e  a r r iva l  of the large schools Of 

sabon that swarmed in la ter  w i t h  a southeast wind-; the lateness of the 
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season precluded the possibi l i ty  o f  the smaller firms t o  make a mi 

pack as the i r  f a c i l i t i e s  ware limited. 

Nelson Lspo on. 

This ideal SP3penfzlg ground ac? splendid source of Sockeye salmon 

1s looked -On by the Pacif ic  Armricaa F' i tber ies  w i t h  a s o r t  of pro- 

p r i e t a y  right and they ressn t  any intlpsion, cleriming to  release f r o m  

the i r  traps a sufficient nmiber of sa2mn to insure adequate reprodactim, 

although it was necessary t o  c d l  t he i r  s r lpar in tend~nt~s  at tent ion t o  

the violation oven of the l e t t e r  of the  law,  Department Circular Eo. 

251, Saction 4, which prohibits obstructions across a lagoan greater 

than one-third of i t s  width, - 350 feet of the lead to  one tmp being 

removed as a consequence during construction. 

m e  question where Belson 2iver ends and the lagoon proper begins 

m s  never se t t led  and is  vary important. 

Trmsrxrr ta ti on. 

Ro provision was =de for sqp transportation between the different  

d i s t r i c t s  i n  the te r r i to ry  assigned t o  me, Shumagin Island t o  Port 

Eeidh ,  inclusive, or f o r  necessary patrol  mrk, and I nas unable to  

secure t ranspa ta t ior :  to Port  Beiden during the  fishing season. It is 

chiefly des t o  the aourtesy of the Pacif ic  a r i a a n  Fisheries, who not 

only m n i s h e d  nsp subsistence but nearly all  transportation free, tbat 

I m s  enabled t o  get around t o  the different points. 

forts t o  cross overlmd on foot from Bering Sea t o  the Pacific side, as 

the steamers of the Pacific Amricm Fisheries maintaineb only a mmth- 

1y service mhich m s  hardly adequate i n  the br ie f  season. 

1 m3de s p e c i d  ef- 



Cod-fish- 

-is previotzslr s ta teu,  nearly dl of the cod fish- i n  my t e r r i to ry  

About 200 men a r e  employed asd two i s  conceotrzted around Unga, Alaska. 

of the larger companies maintain well established s ts t ions,  stores and 

privste rcdio equipment. 

%e spawning season i s  i n  l.krch and April and summr f ishinc in  

these mtors i s  best i n  Jane and July. 

'&dire. 

The whdling s ta t ion at iikntan, Alaska, i s  not aperating th i s  par 

and the projected new stat ion on Unalaska Island &so failed t o  mater- 

ia l ize ,  dne as I understand it t o  the tmfavorabl6 financial  and mrket 

condition. Incidertally,  the aod fishermen are gl&, as they claim thJ 

dostrm'tion of mhales i s  injuring the cod fishing industry. In  1912 

about 400 whales  were taker  around the S h m g i n  Islands; hardly a . q  are 

seen now i n  the sam locali ty.  

Atkafish. 

Experiments are being =de t o  pack a t b f i s h  by a smll nmiber o f  

individuals, the most successful of them is a 1 3 0  @ e m  of Unz laska ,  

whose mthod i s  t o  s p l i t  them the same as mckerel, salt for eight days, 

and then pack t h e m  i n  Hts, sprinkling ma8ium-grormd s a l t  betmeen the 

layers. 

mhich is  usml t o  the c i lx  f i s h  FaCk6d In any other m n e r .  

w e  very numerous in Unalaska and mound the 3hIZE3gb Island6. 

I n  th i s  nanner the f i s h  s h m d  no sign of rust d t e r  ten months, 

These fish 
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Sea O t t o r ,  

About sixteen mere reported t o  k v e  b66n seen as follows: 

three nezr Belkofski, 

f o u r  ull2ilzzska, 

two Otter Bay, Unimk Island, 

seven near Sannak Islands. 

Yeather Conditions. 

Exceptionally fine weather prevailed m t of ths t i m ;  the 

precipitation nas very s l igh t  during the fishing season snd m y  i n  

a masure account f o r  the retzrdatioo of the l a t e  run of fish. 

Amroximzte Dack of  t he s 6 a S m .  

No special e f for t  was made by the largest  pzckers i n  q y  ter- 

r i tory ,  the Pacific American Fisheries, t o  secure a large pack t h i s  

gear. Only two o f  the i r  canneries were operating, one at  Ibtan and 

the o ths r  at Port IGoller. 

Przci fic smericm Fisheries, Ilmtsn cannery, 25,000 cases 

P. Z, Barris & Compnfs  emery at  False Pass, 
about 40,000 

Pacific dmerican Fisheries, Port  Koller caanerg, 
about 77,000 

Everett Packing Company, Herendam Bay cannery, 20,000 (apprOx*f 

Phoenix Pacldry: Company, H n abont 20.000 

T o b l  about 182,000 

Percentage of Iied salmon Ikatan district about 87 per cent 

n I? n Port HollBr 95 W 
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Recotomen datians. 

Thzt a s m y  be made of Eelson Lagoon to determine the mouth 

Of nelson fiiver, with a viev to safeguard a most valxable source 

of 3ed Salmon f r o m  unnecessas;p encroachment. 

To amend Section 4, Department Circdlar Eo. 253: En such a Q E L ~  

that the one-third of the distance across a stream, estuary or b g O O n ,  

permitted to be obstmcted, should be considered *om t h e  shore end. 

This w i l l  elininate obstructing the tzhannel *ere the salmon €5’ ‘gp 

to the spmlillggn>und. 

To provide suitd~le transportation. 


